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over. He discovered ore of high iron content in many
mines that had been overlooked.
"The Lucy furnaces during all this time were the
especial care of Mr. Phipps," says James Howard Bridge,
in his "Inside History of the Carnegie Steel Company".
"For months he almost lived in their vicinity and sat up
with them at night when they were ailing as he would
have watched by the sick-bed of a favorite child. As he
had earlier watched the machinery at work at the Union
Mills, he now attended the operation of the furnaces
night and day, thinking, scheming and studying them
in every aspect/*
Phipps eagerly welcomed suggestions. In 1873, an
Englishman, Whitwell, inventor of an improved blast-
furnace stove, came to inspect the marvellous Lucy
Furnace. He suggested that a change in the shape of the
bell, or central funnel, would increase the output by
providing a better draught. "Whitwell fashioned a glass
model and arranged a demonstration. It was a bitter day.
Andrew Carnegie came down from New York and, with
his partners, stood in the open for hours. He did not at
4 all mind the resultant cold. For the "Whitwell experiment
was a huge success and doubled the production of the
furnace.
Among his office workers Phipps discovered an alert,
ambitious young man, HenryjjLjCurgr, whom.he jplaced^
iDMcli^^                                                           Curry
was as eager as anypartner for tlie success of the furnace.
Soon he succeeded William Skelding as superintendent.
Under Curry, the Lucy furnaces rang up phenomenal
-ecords.
Henry M. Curry, until his death in 1899, was one of
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